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The relationship of the Gospel of John to early Jewish mysticism has 
been the focus of several previous studies begtnning with W. Balden- 
sperger who recogmzed the polemical nature of 3:3 and 3:13 and 
suggested that this polernic was aimed at Jewish mystics.' H. Odeberg 
has followed suit, also arguing that the polemic contained withln these 
verses was dtrected against Jewish visionaries who sought salvation 
through an ascent to heaven and visual encounter with God.' P. 

W. Baldenverger, Der Prolog des vierten Evangeliurns (Tiibingen: J. C. B. Mohr, 
1898). On the connections between John and early Jewish mysticism, see H. Odeberg, 
The Fourth Gospel Interpreted in its Relationship to Contemporaneous Religious 
Currents in Palestine and the Hellenistic-Oriental World (Uppsala: Almqvist & Wiksell, 
1929; Amsterdam: Bruner, 1929, repr. 1968, 1974); G. Quispel, "Nathanael und der 
Menschensohn (Joh 1:51)," ZliW 47 (1956) 281-283; idem. "Het Johannesevangelie en 
de,Gnosis," Ned7Ts 11 (1956157) 173ff.; idem, "L'Evangde de Jean et la Gnose," 
L'Evangtle de Jean, ed. M. E. Boismard (RechBib 3; Bruges: Descl6e de Brouwer, 1958) 
197-208; N. A. Dahl, "The Johannine Church and fistory," Current Issues in New 
Testament Interpretation: Essays in Honor of Otto A. Piper, ed. W. Klassen and G. 
Synder (New York, Evanston, and London: Harper & Row, 1962) 124-142; P. Borgen, 
Bread From Heaven: An Exegetical Study of the Concept of Manna in the Gospel of 
John and the Writings of Philo (NovTSup 10; Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1965); idem, Philo, 
John and Paul: New Perspectives on Judaism and Early Christianity (BJS 13 1 ; Atlanta: 
Scholars Press, 1987) 103-120, 171-184; W. A. Meeks, The Prophet-King: Moses 
Traditions and the Johannine Chrisfology (NovTSup 14; Leiden: E. J. Brill, 1967); A. F. 
Segal, Two Powers in Heaven: Early Rabbinic Reports About Christianity and 
Gnosticism (SJLA 25; Leiden: E. J. Bdl, 1978) 213-214; C. Rowland, "John 1.51, 
Jewish Apocalyptic and Targumic Tradition," NTS 30 (1984) 498-507. J. Dunn, "Let 
John be John: A Gospel for Its Time," Das Evangelium und die Evangelium, Vortrage 
vom Tiibinger Symposium 1982, ed. P. Stuhlmacher (UTUNT 28; Tiibingen: J.C.B. Mohr 
[P. Siebeck], 1983) 322-325, provides a brief summary of some of these ideas. 

Odeberg, The Fourth Gospel, 72-98; cf. R. Bultmann, The Gospel of John: A Com- 
mentavy, ed. R. W. N. Hoare and J. K. Riches, trans. by G.R. Beasley-Murray 
(Philadelpha: Westminster, 1971), 150 n. 1; Borgen, Philo, John and Paul, 103-1 20, 
171-1 84; W. A. Meeks, "The Man from Heaven in Johannine Sectarianism," JBL 91 
(1972) 52; F. Moloney, The Johannine Son ofMan (Rome: Las, 1976) 54. On ascent, 
see: W. Bousset, "De Himmelsreise der Seele," ARW 4 (1901) 136-169, 229-273; G. 
Widengren, The Ascension of the Apostle and the Heavenly Book (UUA 7; Uppsala: 
Lundequistka Bokhandeln, 1950); C. Colpe, "Die 'Himmelsreise der Seele' ausserhalb 
und innerhalb der Gnosis," Le Origini dello Gnosticismo, Colloquia di h4essina 13-18 




































