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In the Gospel of Thomas, encratism! is linked to the mystical soteriological scheme
of ascent to heaven to gaze on God or his divine hypostasis (L. 27, 37, 49-50; cf. L. 22,
46). Two of these Logia, 27 and 37, directly connect the transformational vision of the
deity? with encratism. It is the object of this study to analyze these two Logia simulta-
neously in order to illuminate the origin of and the purpose for encratism in the experi-
ence of the Thomas Community.3

(1) Logion 37

This Logion as it is found in the Coptic text from Nag Hammadi reads:

TMEXE NEYMABHTHC XE 2 NSOOY EKNAOYWND EROX NAN AYW A0 N2OOY ENANXY EPOK
TIEXE TIC K€ QOTAN ETETNWAKEK THYTN ESHY MTIETNWYITIE

AYW NTETNYI NNQETNGTHN NTETNKASY 24 TIECHT

NNETNOYEPHTE NOE NNIKOYEI NWHPE WHM NTETNXOTIATI MMOOY

TOTE [TET] NANAY EMWHPE MMETONS AY®W TETNAP S0TE aN4

His disciples said, “When will you become revealed to us and when shall we see you?”

Jesus said, “When you disrobe without being ashamed

and take up your garments and place them under your feet like little children and tread on them,
then [you will see] the Son of the Living One, and you will not be af raid.”>

1 G. Blonde, Encratisme, in M. Viller, F. Cavallera, and J. DeGuibert (eds.), Dictionnaire de Spiri-

twalité, Paris 1960, 628-642, defines “encratism” or “self-control” as both a tendency and a sect.

Encratism is the renunciation of the world and finds expression through abstinence from meat,

wine, marriage, and property. This tendency can be seen in the Catholic Church as well as in

certain sectarian movements as is evidenced by Tatian’s doctrines, the teachings of Julius Cas-

sianus and several others reviewed by Clement of Alexandria in his third book of the Stromata.

Refer also to G. Quispel, The Study of Encratism: A Historical Survey, in U. Bianchi (ed.), La

Tradizione dell’Enkrateia, Atti del Colloquio Internazionale - Milano 20-23 Aprile 1982, Roma

1985, 35-81.

On the topic of transformational visions, refer to C. Morray-Jones, Transformational Mysticism

in the Apocalvptic-Merkabah Tradition, JIS 48, 1992, 1-31.

For a discussion of L. 49-50 and their association with the vision quest and encratism, see my

Ph.D. dissertation entitled, ‘Seek to See Him': The Influence of Primitive Jewish Mysticism and

Hermeticism on the Gospel of Thomas, University of Michigan 1993.

4 Nag Hammadi Codex 11,2-7, NHS XX, B. Layton (ed.), The Coptic Gnostic Library, Leiden
1989, 68.

5 Layton, Nag Hammadi Codex 11,2-7 (Eng. trans. T. Lambdin), cit., 69. P.Oxy. 655 preserves the
first part of the Greek version of this Logion; J. Fitzmyer attempts to reconstruct the fragmentary

















































